We're building dignity for peo.ple’:
Women vets focus
of Veterans Village
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A crowd listens te America for Veterans Foundation board member Ingrid Friedberg speak Tuesday during a groundbreaking ceremony for
America for Veterans Foundation's 32-unit residential community for women veterans.




Project will create 32
housing units for those
exiting homelessness

By MiA RYDER-MARKS
Thz Columbian

As steel bitinto the ground and
dirt gave way, Rosemary Frver

took a moment o reflect on the

syrnbedismo of he momenl.

After nearly 10 vears of work,
the America for Veterans Foun-
dation broke ground on its first
housing project, Veterans Vil
lage.

Located at 5118 N.IE. 51 James
Foad, Vancouver, the project will
heuse women veterans exiting
homelessness. The eight two-
story modular houses will offer
32 individual units.

Those involved with the Amer-

ica for Veterans Foundation said
they want the housing to be more
than a place for the women to
sleep, but also a place to heal and
rebuild their lives after sacrific-
ing s0 much to serve the nation.

“We're not just building some
braildings,” Fryer said as she dug
deeper into the ground. “We're
building dignity for peaple, and
wa'te actually going to give them
things thatthey need so that they
can be back to being a part of so-
cicty.” :

A long-awaited project

Fryer and her hushand, Ron,
A Vietnam veleran, have owned
the property since 2015 wilth
hopes of creating Veterans Vil-
lage. But a lack of funding cre-
ated significant barriers. The
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America for Veterans Foundation board member Rosemary
Fryer speaks to a crowd during a groundbreaking ceremony
Tuesday for Veterans Village. Women veterans are four times
more likely to experience homelessness than male veterans.



Veterans
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COVIDAY pandemic also
set back the project several
years, Rosemary Frver said.

A fow vears ago, redl es-
tate agent Ingrid Iriedbers
read aboul the nonprofit in
The Cohimbian and wanted
to get involved with its mis-
sion, She connected the Fry-
ers to Battle Ground com-
pany Waolf Industries, which
helped kick-start the project

again,
Woll Industries will build
the housing units atits head-
quarters and use a crane to
place them on the property.
O the years, (e Amer-

ica for Veterans Foundation

has raised more than 31 mil
lign for the project. Bat it still
needs to raise more money
before it can begin placing
the homes on the property.
For now, the foundation is
going to ready the property
_ and in time hegin setting up
Lhe housing, with the help of
grants sought by the Fryers.
“My thing is, ordinary
people  do  extraordinary
things, and just because
weTe small doesn’t mean
we're not mighty” Rose-
mary Fryer said. !

A meaningful mission

Sobering statistics drive
the team's dedication.

- Women veterans are four
lirnes more likely to expe-
ricnee homelessness than
male veterans, according 1o
a study in the MNational Ti-
hrary of Medicine.

While weferans home-
lzzsness  has  decreased,
homelessness among worr-
cen veterans has grown, In
20E%, women wveterans ex-
periencing - homelessness
surged nearly 24 percent

from the previous year, ac- -

cording fo Veterans Affairs.
Unsheltered homelessoess
— women living on the
street and in cars — jumped
nearly 48 percent, _

“Women  velcrans  are
more invisible,” Roscmary
Fryer =said. “Theyre mar-
ginalized because we have
a male-centric military, and
it's been thal way for a long
time."

Roughly 17 percent of
today's military population
are women. As the popu-
lation of women veterans

grows, g0 does the threat:

m hrnna

1hat therr aanll sed o

Phedos by TAYLOR BALKOM, The Columblan

Dignitaries use gold shovels Tuesday during a groundbreaking ceremiony for America for
Veterans Foundation’s 32-unit residential community for women veterans,

America for Veterans Foundation board member Ron Fryer
and others in his organization have worked for nearly

10 years to open Veterans Village, a 32-unit remdenttal
cmnmunlnr for women veterans.

Wolf trl:iustries owner Derelt
Huegel speaks Tuesday
during the groundbreaking
ceremony. The company
will build the housing units
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tant to get this project devel-
oped so that we have a place
to help them,” Rosemary
Frver said.

Ron Fryer said the hous-
ing at Veterans Village wall
have no time limit for how
long tenants stay,

“People can take as long

-as they need — even if it's

years — Lo heal,” Ron-Fryer
said.
l“hrﬂmﬂncaforlﬁ:tnmns
Foundation also plans to
have securily al the prop-
ertv. A small house and
garage already sit on the
property. Bon Frver said the
garage will be turned into &
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“Women veterans are
more invisible. They're
marginalized because
we have a male-centric
“military, and it's been
that way for a long time."

Rosemary Fryer
Ameticafor Veterans Foundation
board member

cey, who dicd in 2024, Ron
Fryer said the property will
feature a sign stating, “Mi-
chael’s Dream.”

The Fryers have the proj-
ect set up s0 when they are
ne longer alive, it can exist
for another few decades.

“This will sfill be a place
[or people; and we hope that
il will go on for aslong asit’s
necessary,” Ron Fryer said.
“But gur real hope is that it
will not be necessary.”

Mia Ryder-Marks:
360-T35-4547; riaryder-marksi@
columbian.com -
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periencing  homelessness
surged nearly 24 percent
" from the previous year, ac-
cording to Veterans Affairs.
Unsheltered homelessness
— vwomen living on the
street and in cars — jumped
nearly 48 percent.

“Women velerans are
more invisible,” Bosemary
Fryer said. “Theyv're mar-
ginalized because we have
a male-ventric military, and
it's been that way for a long
time.”

Roupghly 17 percent of
today’s military population
arc women. As the popu-
lation of women wveterans
grows, s0 does the threat
that they will cnd up home
less, speakers at Toesday’s
groundbreaking said.

According 1o the TL5
Department of Veterans At
fairs, many factors confrib-
ule Lo homelessness among
wornen vetorans;  trauma,
sexual assaull, domestic
violence, addiction, poverly
and single parenthood.

“These women o have
‘served our country. They
have deeply sacrificed, and
when they came home, they
(dido’t have a safe place to

Wolf Industries owner Derek
Huegel speaks Tuesday
during the groundbreaking
ceremony. The company

will build the housing units
for Veterans Village.

land. Thal is an absolutely
unacceptalle situation,”
said Friedberg, a foundation
board member,

A lack of gender-specific
support and resources is
also a catalyst for home-
lessness. Many  existing
services [or wefcrans are
nol tailored for the needs of
women velerans, icluding
housing, mental health care
and child care. -

“We feel it's really impor-

tant to gel this project devel
oped so that we have a place

sl to help them” Rosemary

Fryer said.
Ron Fryer said the hons-
ing at Veterans Village will

have no Lme limit for how

long tenants stay.
“People can take as long

-as they need — ewen if s

years — to heal,” Ron Fryer
said.

The America for Veterans:

Foundation also plans to
have security at the prop-
erty. A amall house and
garage already sit on the
properiy. Ron Frver said the
garage will be turned into a
woodshop for the residents

tiuse, either for job training

or as a hobhy

“Either way, it is designed
to howost their sefesteem,”
Ron Fryer said. “If we can
hoost self-esteem, they will
heal faster and hetter, and
that's the whole goal of this
project.” :
. Ron Fryer started this
project with the help of oth-
e veterans with the similar
goal of helping veterans
out of homelessness, One
wis veteran Michael Sta-
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for people, and we hope that
it will go on for as long as it's
necessary,” Ron Fryer said. |
“Bul our real hope is that it |
will not be necessary”
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